CHAPTER VI
AN INTERLUDE
AFTER leaving Peking we were in London for some months "on leave."   It was just before the Russo-Japanese War broke out, and King Edward sent for Walter and questioned him closely concerning Far Eastern problems.
In the course of the next generation or two, when sufficient time has elapsed for historians to be able properly to focus his period, it will be realized, more even than now, how very able a monarch King Edward was, and how much he did for his country, not only during his all too short reign, but during those many years when, as Prince of Wales, he exerted his remarkable influence upon the world.
Not the least of his strong points was his capacity for sizing up a situation and foreseeing the consequences that might arise from it. On this occasion Walter was much struck by the grasp which he had of the Russo-Japanese question. He was most anxious to hear the minutest details bearing upon the threatened war.
These Walter could give him, and they had a long talk concerning the attitude of Russia in the burning question of the evacuation of Manchuria. The Russians had time and again promised that it should be effected by November 18, 1903, at least,
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